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Lady boxers toss opinions into ring about Ali-Frazier matc
N Cadmis Eoaia OO Al tolose. At Farrells  tice a lot in amateurs,” she safs,
Continued from Page DI A d‘m’ of Boxing Gym, Kalus, an 18-year- “and become a professional when
who trains three hours a day, six y 3 old who began fighting seven you're really good instead of just
days a week with the goal of one women's boxing months ago and won the Golden ~turning professional and going
day becoming a ional box- Gloves in Lowell in February, and out there with no protection and
er. Ward recently punched her 1720s: London stages the first Marisol Vidal, 24, of Brockton, just kind of hoping that everything
way toward her dream of going wmmwbﬂ‘amsm dissect Ali and Frazier-Lyde’s tal-  will be all right.”
proatamatch at a VFW in Quincy. to scrat ents. i i 5
Ali and Frazier-Lyde skipped ek oy o ey, “The guy who's my coach says mmmmxnﬁéoxx e
this amateur route, landing pro- SN Il S e she'sa solid fighter,” Kalus says of - feiq hoth ways. In 1720 London,
fessional gigs that bring them a re- Harland box in New York Cty Ali. The recent high school gradu-  femgles punched, scratched, and
ported $25,000 a battle. Sure, reportedly for a iver butter dish. ate whom gym owner Jimmy Far- i 1ed their way o victory. These
their flashy names summon up mm'}’?ﬂm’y rell Jr. gushes “looks like a movie  gayg. the sport has dropped its
‘memories of the three epic Ali- &M 4 e star” enters the University of nove’lty status thanks to Martin
i & b i iy e e S g
calls one of the most famous % this year already has female fight
Lyde match-up to approach the oments baxers of al-time, i the Vidal, who boxes after work to  g,¢ jabbering.
“thrilla” their fathers gave boxing S e ool o B e e release tension, muses, “Jacqui, I ST
fans in Manila. fght il don't know.” Yet local boxers realize it's not
“When that happened they television. “We don’t hear about her,” rea-  SKills but beauty and a recogniz-
were the two best fighters,” says 1887:Lacy Tyger Trimiar, aformer sons Kalus, ‘0 it must mean she  3ble name that wil earm them big
Raphaella Johnson, 31, a petite women's X i ism't bucks and land them on the fight
boxing veteran who became the champion, and two other women Inside World Gym in Somer- Cards of famous male boxers. This
first woman to win the Golden boxers go on a hunger strike: ville, Dawn Dreparesto 188 sport where an appearance in
Gloves of New England in 1996. Laila Ali (above len) ﬁghu Jacqui Frazier-Lyde network coverage spar with Johnson, who trains fe- ~Fiayboy” magazine helped boxer
“There was so much talk before  night. They boxers offemde fgts, economic party or  male boxers age 8 and older in the  Mia St. John sign a contract with
that one. People are still talking  Ali (below right) and Joe Frazier, pictured in 1974. women on professiona boxing cards  Olympic style for Somerville Box.  Veteran boxing promoter Bob
aboutit. and the promoton ofboxing 2s - ing Club. “Our goal as amateurs,” Arum. So Francey sets her boxing
. \ = = battling Martin or an-
“This one, nobody really knows for women. explains Johnson, “is to go to the 3“;"5 on e e
anything about either fighter,” 1993: USA Boxing recognizes Olympics rather than turn other pro-fighter’s daughter,
Johnson continues. “You see Laila femele Doxers afer losig 3 sional because at least I feel thats Freeda Foreman, to gain some
Ali showing up in Cosmo with her landmark court case. ‘more of an honorable goal.” fame. 3
nails and its all fluff. To me, I8 Gy Ml e o Honor isn’t the word that  “They get paid $25,000 for
there’s nothing really admirable mw m m(ﬁb popped into Johnson’s head after their name,” explains Francey, of
about it.” P s h she saw a photo of a victorious Ali  Ali and Frazier-Lyde. “If I were'to
‘Women’s boxing had been Sauk bebwan Mkeg standing over her competitorafter  step in the ring with them, I'd
inching toward the mainstream Tyson and Frank Bruno. Ali’s debut fight. “Probably the probably not get even a quarter of
long before Ali and Frazier-Lyde 1997 USA Boxing holds i first reason she knocked her out is she el
hit the circuit. There are now Women's National Championships. got lucky because the other girl Back at Farrell's, Vidal is re-
more than 1,500 women register- 2002 Fists wil fly as Christy Martin had no experience, either, and  1embering the last Ali battle she
ed as amateurs with USA Boxing and Lucia Rilker meet later this year they were just kind of wildly going suw‘Izilnheldherown she did
and their numbers continue to in a highly anticipated fight. at it,” says Johnson. “That doesn't well. The other lady was,
rise. Plans are in the works to add 'SOURCE: Women Boxing Archive Network show any sldll To me, it d?ﬁn‘t llke » Vidal flails her arms and
the sport to the Olympics. show anything. It’s just like a growls. “You know, when you get
Female boxers here speak the S farce.” tired you start swinging.”
names of Christy Martin and Hol- Alexander, 28, a photojourna-
land’s Lucia Rijker with hushed turned professional last year. lism student at the New England _The P“”Pe“ of watching two
respect for elevating the game. Yet  in their $50-to-$300 seats. The reluctance to give Ali and Francey’s mother, Anne Cooper, is School of P also boxers
they voice frustration that beauty  “It’s sort of a double-edged Frazier-Lyde their due is partially a co-founder of the Somerville watched Ali pummel her oppo-  Windmill "’W way througha fight
and a famous name are whatdraw  sword for women's boxing,” says caused by the pair's undefeated Boxing Club. nent during that debut battle, “ 15 What really bothers serions
people to women’s boxing. While  Alyssa Shaffer, an editor at Sports ~ cakewalk into the battle. Both “It's tough, especially if you're wasn't expecting much,”she  WOmen boxers. o
public anticipation inspired “TV for Women. “On the ~fought beatable opponents who  in their weight class, to get alotof says. “Idon'tthinkshe'devereven  “The thing is, it's like a girl
Guide” to slap a photo of Ali and ~ one hand, it’s very good publicity barely knew their way around the respect — you've got to earn it,” had a fight in front of people be- fight,” says Kalus, “Its like a chick
Frazier-Lyde on its cover, women in terms of just raising overall ring. The resentment also stems says Francey, 32. “A lot of people fore.” fight. We don't want it to be'a
like Ward and Johnson just hope awareness about the sport ... be- from the competitiveness of their don’t think they've earned it Johnson thinks the path Ali chick fight — ‘Well here, take your
the pair don't do i cause It weight division (165 pounds and enough. They get things because and Frazier-Lyde took to profes-  gloves off and scratch each other’s
age by dissolving mtoacatﬂgh( can also hurt a little bit because it’s ~ greater), says Ann Marie Francey, of who they are not what they do.”  sional boxing sets a bad example eyes out.’ That's not what boxing's
that leaves casino viewers hissing  not goingto be a really good fight.” a boxer from Somerville who Yet, the general perception is for young girls. “It’s safer to prac- about.” .
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